
GLOBAL 
ENVIRONMENTAL 
LEADERSHIP & 
SUSTAINABILITY 
PROGRAMS (GELS)

The UC San Diego Global Environmental Leadership and Sustainability pre-college programs are 
designed to provide high achieving high school students the opportunity to engage and address 
environmental issues in the world today in an effort to develop future “Leaders in Caring for the Earth. 
Our program offerings include four field research sites located in the following areas: 

ARIZONA | 1 week program | High school students currently in 9-12th grades
HAWAII | 1 week program | High school students currently in 9-12th grades
SAN DIEGO / WASHINGTON DC | 2 week program | High school students currently in 9-12th grades
MEXICO | 1 week program | High school students currently in 9-12th grades

Biosphere 2, Arizona

SESSION 1: JUNE 22-29, 2019
SESSION 2: JULY 6-13, 2019

INCLUDED: Room and board, materials, 
ground transportation & all activities

NOT INLCUDED: Airfare

In partnership with Biosphere 2, University of Arizona, 
this program involve offers hands-on “under-the-glass” 
research (and some field work) on key climate change 
research topics being undertaken by B2 scientists, 
including water, energy, soils, volatile organic compounds, 
marine viruses, urban heat island effect and others.

Learn how to take the lead in sustaining our planet 
environmentally – be it as future scientists, environmental 
educators or simply concerned, informed and action-
oriented citizens. You’ll explore current thinking in climate 
change research and how to apply your studies towards 
future leadership roles in sustainability. (Students will 
earn 3-college prep units upon completion of the course.)



San Diego & Washington, DC

JUNE 30-JULY 13, 2019

INCLUDED: Airfare from San Diego to 
WDC only, room and board, materials, 
ground transportation & all activities

NOT INLCUDED: Airfare to San Diego and 
from WDC

In a continuing effort to educate students 
in leading the charge to affecting change, 
this unique program allows students 
to understand the environment and 
learn how to initiate change in a way 
governments can follow to ensure a livable 
environment for future generations. 

Students will spend a week on the UC San 
Diego campus studying climate change 
and the Earth’s ecosystems with courses 
led by Scripps Institution of Oceanography, 
while participating in research and data 
collection. You’ll also learn about how the 
government works - specifically about 
the roles and responsibilities of the federal 
government, the legislative process, and 
advocacy on how to make and change 
policy. 

In the second week, you’ll put your new 
skills to practice in Washington, DC, where 
you’ll  meet and speak with members of 
Congress, under the guidance of faculty 
researchers. (Students will earn 6-college 
prep units upon completion of the course.)

Big Island of Hawaii 

JULY 21-28, 2019

INCLUDED: Room and board, 
materials, ground transportation  
& all activities

NOT INLCUDED: Airfare

UC San Diego and its partners,  
the University of Hawaii, Hilo,  
the Hawaii Preparatory Academy 
and Volcanoes National Park, offer 
this research-rich course on the 
Big Island of Hawaii–which is an 
incredible example of many  
diverse ecosystems located in  
a single place. 

Learn how the island thrives 
ecologically, economically, culturally 
and socially while participating 
in research work at locations 
throughout the Island; covering 
topics in geology, volcanoes, 
aquaculture and marine systems.

Mexico

AUGUST 4-11, 2019

INCLUDED: Airfare to and from 
Del Bajio International Airport, 
room and board, materials, ground 
transportation & all activities

NOT INLCUDED: Transportation to 
and from Cross Border Express USA

It has never been more important to 
spark the imagination of students, 
prepare them for an ever evolving 
world, and develop their leadership 
capabilities. 

UC San Diego is thrilled to develop 
a partnership with Centro Fox in 
Guanajuato, Mexico to ensure the 
next generation of environmental 
leaders has a sense of empathy and 
responsibility for their decisions, 
a global perspective, and the 
understanding that making the 
world better for one pocket of 
society makes the world better for 
society as a whole. 

Now is the time. Our global 
reality requires us to learn to 
build bridges–not walls–with our 
communities both locally and 
abroad.

gels.ucsd.edu

http://gels.ucsd.edu

